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• IMMERSIVE 360° PROJECTION
In the cathedral chapel, visitors are sent on an 
immersive and captivating historical journey where 
they discover the exceptional life and achievements 
of Monseigneur Melanson, as well as the important 
role he played in the Acadian enlightenment. 

The 25 minute show is both intimate and impressive, 
enhanced by music, voices, spatialized sound effects, 
lighting and projections that make use of many 
surfaces thanks to 3D mapping. 

• DECRYPTED STAINED GLASS WINDOWS
Visitors can manipulate giant screens that allow them 
to decode the historical and symbolic significance 
of the large stained glass mosaics in front of them. 
The mosaics can be navigated one illustration at a 
time, much like a comic book. These magnificent 
stained glass mosaics represent the civil history of 
the Acadians on the west side of the church, and their 
religious history on the east side.

STAINED GLASS MOSAICS  
IN THE NAVE

The stained glass windows in the nave have the 
extraordinary particularity of being dedicated entirely 
to female biblical figures. The windows come in 
pairs: a female figure from the Old Testament is 
juxtaposed with a mystery of Mary. These modern 
bright coloured stained glass mosaics were installed 
in 1955-56. They were created in the workshops of 
Auguste Labouret, a master glass artist from France 
who spent some time in Canada during the Second 
World War.
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COLUMN CAPITALS

The nave’s stone column capitals propose an 
iconographic program that is rather unusual for its 
time. The visual content was designed to feature 
local industries and the trades of the faithful. Thus, 
the stone sculptures at the top of the columns 
illustrate fishermen, a lobster, mollusks, a fish, a 
farmer, a mason, a lumberjack, a locomotive, an 
airplane, a sheaf of wheat, crops of corn, etc.

The masons, who for the most part came from 
families that had been practicing this trade for 
generations, all worked at the Smith family quarry 
near Shediac. These stone capitals let us marvel at 
the talent and originality of Acadian masons from 
this period.

STATIONS OF THE CROSS

The fourteen parts of the Stations of the Cross 
contain images depicting Jesus Christ on the day 
of his crucifixion and accompanying prayers. These 
images can be displayed around a church or as part 
of the interior, like in our cathedral.In the Catholic 
tradition, certain processions allowed parishioners 
to stop and pray at each of the stations.

Installed between 1955 and 1956, the Stations of 
the Cross in this cathedral were created by Pierre 
Gaudin (1908-1973), a French master mosaicist. At 
the time, Gaudin crafted mosaics for The Basilica 
of Lisieux, the second busiest pilgrimage site in 
France after Lourdes. 

MASTERPIECES BY CLAUDE ROUSSEL

The four white marble statues and the two large 
fresco murals in the cathedral are pieces created by 
local artist Claude Roussel (born in 1930). Roussel 
is considered an Acadian master sculpter. The four 
statues were sculpted in 1962 and 1963, from white 
Carrara marble (from Italy). Roussel used simple 
styled forms in creating statues that complement 
the modern style of the stained glass windows and 
of the Stations of the Cross. The statues represent 
Saint Francis of Assisi, Saint Teresa, Saint Anthony 
and Saint Pius X. 

In the fresco murals, Roussel chose opaque glass for 
the mosaics. More durable than a painting, the glass 
also creates a beautiful luminescence. The modernity 
of these pieces can be easily seen in its forms. 

The mural on the west side of the transept represents 
seven scenes from the life of the Virgin Mary. On 
the eastern side, the mural is a rare and fascinating 
piece, paying homage to the historical links between 
Acadians and First Nations peoples. The Acadian 
and Mi’kmaq Catholics have long been worshipping 
Saint Anne, the mother of the Virgin Mary. Thus she 
is represented at the centre of the piece. 

THE ORGAN

The cathedral has had a Casavant organ since 1955. 
The Casavant Brothers are one of the best and most 
reputable manufacturers of organs in the world. They 
are known for the many innovations they have brought 
to the organ, notably in relation to the keyboard. 

The company has created nearly 4000 instruments 
so far and their organs can be found around the 
world. Most recently, they installed many organs in 
China. The cathedral’s organ has 5176 pipes! It is 
a monument of sorts that also serves a decorative 
function: the visible pipes which cover the oak cover 
of the organ are purely decorative. 


